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City, Base To Discuss Annexation

Malmstrom's population would add federal, state funds to budget

By Eric Newhouse, Tribune Projects Editor

City officials want to annex 665 acres of Malmstrom Air Force Base's 3,575, a move that could boost the population to more than 60,000 and reclaim the title of second-largest city from Missoula.

It also could increase state and federal funds for roads and services, and may even improve Malmstrom's chances of surviving base realignment or closure proceedings, they say.

"We think it benefits everyone," City Manager John Lawton said. "We don't see a downside for anyone."

Including base housing units within the city "would allow us to be a larger, single community," Lawton added. "It has the potential to bind us together, even more than we now are."

If base officials support the concept, the annexation could be complete by year's end, said Cheryl Patton, assistant city manager.

Lawton is briefing the base commander Monday.

He plans to meet with the Cascade County Commission later in the week. But the early response from county officials is positive.

There are some 4,500 people at Malmstrom. Right now those living on base are not counted in the city's population of 56,700.

Since companies interested in moving to Montana take population into consideration, including them could improve chances for economic development, Lawton said.

"Population is often a variable in formulas to determine a city's share of funding entitlements," a city position paper said.

Thus Great Falls could receive a greater share of state gas tax funds for roadway improvements, federal transportation planning funds, community transportation enhancement funds, federal transit operating funds and community development block grants.

No one has yet calculated just how much the city would gain.

Once the city formally announces its intentions to annex parts of the base, it must give base residents a chance to protest.

If fewer than half object, a simple vote of the City Commission could annex it.

However, a rejection by the base commander or the Air Force could kill the proposal, Patton said.

"The base has told us in so many words that DOD (the Department of Defense) will not oppose annexation as long as there is no downside for the military," Great Falls Mayor Randy Gray said.

"We think we've put together a package for them that demonstrates there is no downside."

The upside might be with the BRAC commission, Gray said.

"It's an obvious statement of confidence in the base, and I can't imagine that BRAC would ignore that," he said.

Unifying services with Malmstrom is a secondary goal of annexation.

Currently, the city provides treated water and sewer services to the base by contract.

"Since the 1960s, the city has had a policy specifying that utility services would not be extended outside the city limits," the position paper said.

"However, with the city providing water and sewer services to MAFB by contract, challenges to this policy become difficult to defend," it added.

Malmstrom maintains its own water infrastructure, which the city could take over and run, said the position paper.

"By annexing MAFB, the city would be able to ensure the continued provision of sewer and water services to the base by right rather than by negotiated contract, which could be canceled or modified by either party or challenged by a third party," it said.

Schools should not be a problem, since Malmstrom children already attend city schools.

The federal government pays the city for that education with PILT funds (payment in lieu of taxes).

Annexation also would provide some relief to the Cascade County Sheriff's Office, Sheriff David Castle said.

"We handle all their juvenile calls, because they have no place to put them, and we handle all their animal control calls.

"If they stop people at the gate who have a warrant out for their arrest, we run out and pick them up," Castle said.

The sheriff's office also handles sex offender cases and coroner calls. Last year, deputies responded to about 100 calls at Malmstrom.

If annexed, Malmstrom would retain its military police force, although city officers would become available to help, Lawton said.

"When a civilian gets into trouble on the base, we would be happy, at their request, to handle any civilian problems," Lawton said.

"At their request" is a key phrase, said Lawton, since the military wants to retain its jurisdiction.

"We would not propose any change of jurisdiction or services unless invited," Lawton said.

As a federal military installation, Malmstrom is exempt from city and state government codes, ordinances, regulations and taxes.

"As such, no negative financial or regulatory impacts to MAFB are foreseen as a result of its being annexed," according to the position paper.

The city has discussed annexation with Malmstrom informally for several years, Lawton said. A formal proposal is forthcoming.

Col. Everett Thomas, the base commander, was not available for comment.

"It's a local city issue," said Maj. David Kurle, base public information officer. "We don't have very much to say about it because we have to remain neutral."

Annexing a military installation is uncommon enough that city planners were only able to find two parallel cases: Fort Sill, Okla., and Fort Stewart, Ga.

The concept here would be to annex only the populated portions of the huge base on the east end of Great Falls. The airport runway would not be included.

"There's no need to annex areas that involve security issues, things like weapon storage," Lawton said.

But the city does want to include the entrances to the base.

"In the case of 2nd Avenue North, it would give us the leverage to begin to address that problem," Lawton said of the rundown area.

It would be good to be able to beautify the entrance to one of the city's largest employers, he said.

But the city does not plan to annex that section yet, in part because there is no sewer service to the area, he said.

There are 16 parcels of land along 2nd Avenue North between 47th and 57th streets that are outside the city limits, Patton said.

From 57th Street east to the base gate at 63rd Street, there are 62 other parcels of commercial and residential land along and south of 2nd Avenue North that are in the county, she said.

By law, the commission can annex any land completely surrounded by the city, regardless of protests.

If the area is contiguous to city land, but not surrounded by it, a majority of residents could vote annexation down.

Even if Malmstrom was annexed, the 2nd Avenue North neighborhood would not be surrounded because the 57th Street Bypass to the south remains in the county.

"We don't want to be annexed," said Rod Budell, owner of the Auto-Lot at the corner of 2nd Avenue North and the 57th Street Bypass.

"I'm very down on this city to begin with," he said. "I like being in the county because I don't like being controlled by the city, and the taxes are lower."

He also is concerned about military retirees with fixed incomes who own homes near the base and couldn't afford the increased taxes.

Sussie Kummert-Thompson, who owns the nearby House of Hub Caps, said most homes and businesses are using city water, but have their own septic systems.

"If they annex us, they'll ask us to pay for that service," she said. "And our taxes will go up."

Budell and Kummert-Thompson agreed, however, that the area should be cleaned up.

"If it's just the beautification they're interested in, I don't see why the city and county can't work with the property owners," Kummert-Thompson said.

"No one here would object to that, but we'd like to be included in the process so we could provide our input."

Cascade County officials are still trying to figure out what the annexation would cost them in funding.

"We should know what our biggest neighbor pays in taxes, but we don't," Commissioner Lance Olson said. "We just cash the check and thank them.

"There will surely be some impact, but I suspect it will be minimal," Olson said.

Cascade County Financial Officer Randall Hand said the county could lose some federal PILT funding for roads and for the motor vehicle options taxes.

But the county only receives about $250,000 a year in PILT funds for Malmstrom, Hand said.

"A quarter of a million dollars out of a $47 million budget is not a big worry to us," he said. "It's not going to make or break us."

There could be some minor revenue losses to the county, Lawton conceded.

"But we would propose to make them whole," he said. "If there are some losses in the road funding, for instance, we could take over some of the maintenance to make up the loss."

That attitude is reassuring to county officials.

"We think it's a great idea to annex the base and provide it with city services," Olson said.

"And we appreciate being included in the planning processes," Hand added.
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Fort Benning Population Boom

Need for more infantry will bring thousands to base

By Ron Martz

Fort Benning -- The low-tech nature of the combat in Iraq and Afghanistan has convinced the Army to beef up its infantry ranks, and this base will be the primary beneficiary.

Of the 30,000 soldiers the Army will add over the next three years, 23,000 will be infantry and all will be trained at Fort Benning, Brig. Gen. Benjamin Freakley, commander of the post's Infantry Center, said Tuesday.

In addition, 3,800 more infantry soldiers will be permanently stationed at Fort Benning by the end of September 2005, Freakley said in a speech at the annual Infantry Conference.

About 3,400 of the permanent additions will make up the 5th Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division, which will be based at Fort Benning but have its headquarters in Hawaii. The other 400 will go to the 3rd Infantry Division's 3rd Brigade, which is already at Fort Benning. The 3rd Division's headquarters are at Fort Stewart near Savannah.

"The guys who are fighting this war [on terrorism] are infantrymen trained at Fort Benning," said Freakley, a combat veteran of the Gulf War with the 24th Infantry Division and the war in Iraq with the 101st Airborne Division.

The new soldiers will bring the total of active duty troops at Fort Benning to more than 20,000. That does not count troops in basic training for infantry and other jobs.

Even that figure is going up, Freakley said. The daily average increased to about 13,000 trainees this summer, and next year the post will train a total of 80,000 soldiers, a jump of about 10,000 from this year.

For those basic trainees, the added emphasis on infantry training is particularly important because the average length of time from graduation at Fort Benning until a soldier hits the combat zone in Iraq or Afghanistan is now 27 days, Freakley said.

"We used to train soldiers to join their first unit. Now we train them for combat."

The additional troops will boost the base's economic impact on the Columbus area, which is already about $1.9 billion annually, base officials said. They believe it could reach $2 billion next year and $2.5 billion in 2006.

The moves should also make Fort Benning, which is the only Army base that trains infantry soldiers, virtually untouchable in next year's round of base closings.

But until the base-closing process is finalized, Freakley said, the new brigade will be housed in temporary barracks. If the base is not targeted for closure, permanent barracks and other facilities will be built at a cost of up to $400 million.

San Diego Union-Tribune
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Housing Plan At Miramar For Military Is Approved

Navy says first units will be ready at end of 2007

By Jeanette Steele, Staff Writer

After years of studies, a military housing project at Miramar Marine Corps Air Station has been approved by the Navy, and work will begin late next year.

But concerns remain from Caltrans, San Diego City Schools and a Tierrasanta neighborhood group about increased traffic, finding money to build two new schools there and possible overcrowding of parks.

The Navy plans to build 1,600 housing units just north of state Route 52 to ease the housing demand from military families. Building costs are estimated at $300 million.

The first 300 to 400 units will be ready for residents in December 2007, Navy officials said.

Under this schedule, the project won't start until after upcoming military base closure decisions are announced in mid-2005. If Miramar is closed, the base would probably become a candidate for a civilian airport to relieve overcrowding at Lindbergh Field. Voters will choose an airport site when the matter goes to the ballot in November 2006.

Navy officials wouldn't speculate on the fate of the housing project if Miramar closes, but they stressed that the timing of closure decisions will leave options.

"The timing is critical. We'll know a lot of what is going to happen in BRAC (the base realignment and closure process) in spring 2005, and that may dictate what happens with the housing crunch," said Sheila Donovan, a Navy facilities official.

Caltrans and the school district want to work out other wrinkles.

The hottest issue may be traffic.

Tierrasanta residents have long complained that the Navy is underestimating how many military drivers will come through their community to avoid bumper-to-bumper commute traffic on Route 52 and Interstate 15.

Caltrans is wading into the debate, saying it is still waiting to clear up a discrepancy between its traffic numbers and the Navy's.

In a letter, the state Transportation Department said the Navy's figures for existing traffic are too low, which could mean the projected totals at housing project completion wouldn't reflect reality.

"We really would like to talk to them about the discrepancies in their numbers," said Caltrans spokesman Hayden Manning, who said the department wants to discuss the Navy's methodology.

In response, a Navy official said the service stands by its method of traffic counting and said it answered Caltrans' questions in its formal notice of final decision to build.

The Navy has said it will widen the Santo Road freeway overpass by one lane and add signals and turn lanes. With those changes, the military says the roads can handle the additional 9,600 daily trips the housing project is expected to create.

Schools are another hot-button topic.

The San Diego school district is concerned about what it calls the Navy's "lack of mitigation for impacts to schools," according to a letter to the Navy.

While the military is setting aside 13 acres at the site for two elementary schools, it is not providing the $34 million to $40 million needed to build them.

School officials said they will attempt to find the money. A school construction bond measure the district expects to ask voters to approve in 2006 is one possibility, said Robert Keisling, chief facilities officer.

Putting temporary classrooms at the site also is an option, officials said, as it is unlikely even one new school will be built by 2007.

Another possibility would be seeking additional federal dollars. A Tierrasanta community group – which is concerned the estimated 1,175 additional students will be shoehorned into existing Tierrasanta classrooms – says it may be necessary to seek special legislation for money to build the two schools.

A spokesman for Rep. Duncan Hunter, R-El Cajon, called legislation a possibility. "We just have to look at the numbers," Ricardo Terrazas said.

Tierrasanta residents also are worried the military families will turn to their community for fields and parks if they are not provided on site. There isn't room to house one more Little League group or Pop Warner football league in Tierrasanta, residents said.

Navy spokesman Anthony Megliola said the complex will offer amenities similar to housing recently built at the former Naval Training Center: a community center, a large pool, basketball courts, a sand volleyball court and playgrounds for kids.

These facilities will be built as the housing is phased in through 2012, he said.

The Navy expects to use the same developer – a consortium of Lincoln Property Co. and Clark Realty Capital – in an extension of the public-private partnership it has used to build and rehabilitate military housing sites around the county.

The recreation facilities will "far exceed" what a private developer would be required to do, Megliola said.

Tierrasanta residents, who fought the housing because of concerns about traffic and school crowding, now seem to be resigned that it is coming.

"We want to make sure that when it's done, it is satisfactory to the community," said Eric Germain, Tierrasanta Community Council president.

"We can do something in that regard. We can't do any good in complaining about it."
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Officials Push Job-Growth Plan For Hanscom

By Bryan Bender, Globe Staff

WASHINGTON -- Governor Mitt Romney and Senator Edward M. Kennedy yesterday sought Pentagon backing for a state plan that would more than double the research capacity of Hanscom Air Force Base, saying that the proposal would create nearly 5,000 new high-paying jobs and inoculate New England's only remaining active-duty air base against the next round of base closings.

In a meeting at the Pentagon, the Republican governor and Democratic senator teamed up to lobby Secretary of the Air Force James Roche to support the public-private partnership that is prepared to invest $410 million in the Bedford facility, home to the Air Force's Electronic Systems Center and a key research center that draws heavily on the Hub's scientific and academic community.

Defense officials said the Air Force leadership responded positively to the Hanscom proposal. The defense officials, who asked not to be named, said the proposal is attractive to the military because most of the cost would be covered by the state or financed by revenues collected from military personnel living in additional housing that would be built at the base.

The bipartisan proposal, supported by town officials and the leadership in the Legislature, is the cornerstone of a lobbying effort to defend the base from closure by expanding Hanscom's research and technology capabilities. The Base Realignment and Closure Commission, which begins to consider a new round of closures next May, narrrowly decided to keep the base open in 1995, during a previous round of closings.

''This forward-thinking initiative to expand Hanscom will create thousands of new jobs and save the ones that are already there by making the base more indispensable to the Pentagon's research and development needs," Romney said in statement issued following the meeting.

Supporters argue that the proposal could make the base and nearby Lincoln Laboratories and the Army Soldier Systems Center in Natick even more critical to building the high-tech military of the future.

The expansion would add 1.25 million square feet of additional space; the ability to accommodate 5,000 new personnel, 800 additional housing units, and 5,000 parking spaces; 120 acres of additional land in the immediate vicinity; and new access to the area via new roads, intersections, and mass transit, according to a copy of the plan drawn up by the Massachusetts Defense Technology Initiative, which was established last December after the state government asked the Massachusetts High Technology Council to draw up a strategy for Hanscom and Natick.

Hanscom currently has 4,200 military personnel and civilian workers, said Cort Boulanger, vice president of the Massachusetts High Technology Council.

The plan would increase Hanscom's so-called mission space by 125 percent by expanding capabilities in the main research disciplines it now concentrates on: command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance.

The state would come up with $241.6 million for the expansion, possibly through selling bonds. The remaining $168.2 million would be generated from revenues gained from the new military housing that would be built on and near the base, according to the plan.

Proponents say the expansion will save the Pentagon money in the long term, because more research can be accomplished with the same support structure already in place at Hanscom.

''Hanscom's expansion will help the Defense Department to meet its future strategic needs more effectively and with significant cost savings for the department," Kennedy said in a statement. ''Massachusetts, with its leading role in high-technology research and its military applications, is the ideal home for the 21st century missions of the Air Force."

Yesterday's meeting was also attended by Fred Kuhn, deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force for installations, and Marvin Sambur, assistant secretary of the Air Force for acquisitions, research and development.

The meeting was part of a major offensive Romney and Kennedy plan to wage in the coming months in an effort to spare Hanscom the fate of other military bases in previous rounds of base closings.

The nine-member base closure commission will be formed by the president and Congress early next year and in May will begin considering closing bases recommended by the secretary of defense. The commission's recommendations will go to the president in September 2005.

Some military officials have estimated that as much as 25 percent of US military bases could be closed, as the military seeks to become more technology-dependent and less manpower-intensive.

''Military bases are either going to grow, or they are going to disappear," Romney said in a brief telephone interview yesterday. ''And we wanted to make it clear that we are prepared to grow Hanscom."

An Air Force spokesman, Colonel Terrance Holliday, described yesterday's meeting as cordial, but declined to comment further on private deliberations, pointing out that the service must be careful not to prejudge the base closure commission's upcoming work. Other defense officials described the reaction as positive, but they refused to be named because they did not want to be seen as favoring Hanscom over other air bases.

Kennedy's staff described the meeting as productive and said both the senator and the governor plan to go to Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio on Oct. 4 to present the plan to the Air Force's Materiel Command, which oversees Hanscom.

''It was very positive first meeting," Romney's spokeswoman, Shawn Feddeman, said.

''The Air Force leadership showed a great deal of interest and had a number of questions," she said after speaking with Romney yesterday afternoon. ''He walked away feeling good about the meeting."

The boards of selectmen in Bedford, Concord, Lexington, and Lincoln, the communities adjoining the air base, recently adopted resolutions supporting the expansion of Hanscom, a staple of the area's economy that was opened in 1941.

In interviews yesterday, they downplayed the effects of added traffic or demands on the area governments' services.

''Increasing the number of personnel at the base . . . would clearly stimulate all sorts of [economic] growth in the state," said Selectman Sheldon Moll of Bedford.

Boulanger, vice president of the Massachusetts High Technology Council, said that if the Defense Department embraces the base expansion plan, it would decide where many of the new workers would come from, adding that military personnel from other bases could be transferred to the Bedford facility.

The goal to bring the base's employment ''back to what it was in the early 1990s is a good one," because of the positive economic effects and the strengthening of the state's military, scientific, and academic sector, said Jeanne Krieger, a Lexington selectwoman.

One concern that surfaced yesterday: Bedford officials are wondering how its high school population would be affected if the air base is expanded or closed. Currently, some 120 of the high school's 740 students live on the air base, said Anne Bickford, a School Committee member.

Kennedy and Romney said the Boston area has enabled Hanscom to spearhead major improvements in military communications and intelligence systems by relying on partnerships with universities, think tanks, and the area's high-tech industry, a major selling point for the growth plan.

According to the Milken Institute State Technology and Science Index, Massachusetts leads the nation in science and technology research, including availability of capital, skilled workforce, and concentration of high-tech firms.

The expansion ''allows the Defense Department to expand its access to unparalleled intellectual capital that is not replicated anywhere else in the country," said Chris Anderson, president of the Massachusetts Defense Technology Initiative. ''Hanscom is not an air force base in the traditional sense."

Globe correspondent Davis Bushnell contributed to this report.
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Would Loss Of Base Sink Local Economy?

By Cydney Gillis, Times Snohomish County Bureau

The business troops are rallying to save Naval Station Everett.

In May 2005, the Pentagon plans to issue a list of bases that could close as part of its latest base realignment and closure initiative.

Everett's base nearly got the ax in a 1993 round of closures, when the facility was saved by a single vote. The base has been on the list in the past four rounds of closures, most recently in 1995. That and the size of this round — the Pentagon will close up to 25 percent of all bases — have city officials and business leaders working hard to keep Everett off the new list.

Among the latest moves, the city of Everett has hired a consultant to assess the base's economic impact on the area, hired retired Adm. James Seely to act as a liaison at the Pentagon, and sent a delegation (with Navy League and Port of Everett officials) to Florida for the August commissioning of the USS Momsen, a guided-missile destroyer that will make Everett its home port in October.

A closure would mean a direct loss of 4,517 military personnel and the $159 million in payroll they earn in Snohomish County. With every military job creating 1.33 other jobs in the county, the total loss would be 10,525 jobs and $431 million in income — or $1 of every $20 earned in the county, according to statistics released last week at an Everett business luncheon devoted to fighting any proposal to close Naval Station Everett.

The figures, which come from the state Office of Financial Management, are part of an ongoing effort by the city and county to build a case for keeping the base, which provides $288 million in contracts to Washington state companies.

In a survey of companies in the county, Paul Sorensen, a city consultant hired to work on the issue, said 84 percent count on the base for up to 20 percent of their business and up to 9 percent depend on it for more.

While community support and quality of life count, the main criterion is defense.

"The argument to the Pentagon has to be made in terms of military value to the nation," said Kim Buike, a former Navy commander who is now marina director for the Port of Everett.

This will be the Pentagon's fifth round of base-closure assessments since 1988.

As with past rounds, the Department of Defense will assess its bases and facilities this year, then submit a closure list in May to a commission appointed by President Bush. Typically, the commission includes retired officers and members of Congress.

After the commission and the president review the list, Congress is expected to take a final vote on the closures in November 2005. The difference, according to Paul Roberts, a director in the office of the Snohomish County executive, is that this round is being called the "mother of all base closures." To try to cut excess military capacity left over from the Cold War, the Pentagon is looking to transform U.S. defense by changing or closing one-fourth of the nation's bases, Roberts said.

The problem, said Pat McClain, Everett's director of governmental affairs, is that the Defense Department hasn't identified what the new structure of the military will be or what role the Navy will play in it.

Unlike past years, the department is keeping a tight lid on the information it gathers about each base. Military personnel have been told not to disclose what data they are asked for, cutting Everett and other military communities out of the information loop.

As a result, McClain said, "this is the year of the rumor."

One of them, according to retired Navy Cmdr. Doug Roulstone, is that the Everett-based USS Abraham Lincoln might be moved to Hawaii.

"Should they move [the Lincoln], it makes the base vulnerable," Roulstone said.

Everett also lacks land for expansion, and it doesn't have the congressional clout of bases in Bremerton, San Diego or Norfolk, Va., Roulstone said.

On the plus side, few ports have the deep water that Everett does, making it possible for ships to deploy within minutes.

"It was specifically designed to accommodate the demands of a nuclear carrier," Buike said. "They could build that elsewhere, but it's expensive."
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Lawmaker Urges County To Back March's DHL Bid

By Kimberly Trone, The Press-Enterprise

Rep. Ken Calvert made an appearance at a special public hearing Monday to ask Riverside County supervisors to support 24-hour commercial air-cargo operations at March Inland Port Airport.

"Time is not necessarily on our side at this moment," the Corona Republican said of the race by the Inland Empire's three largest airports to land DHL and potentially hundreds of new jobs. San Bernardino and Ontario international airports also have launched competitive bids for the air-cargo giant.

The supervisors cast a 3-1-1 vote in favor of the resolution to bring a 380,000-square-foot air-cargo facility to March Inland Port. The resolution, drafted and submitted to the board by Calvert, includes no restrictions on night operations.

Supervisor Bob Buster cast the dissenting vote, saying the language of the resolution potentially tied the hands of policymakers who might wish to seek concessions from DHL.

Supervisor James Venable abstained, saying he wanted to hear public testimony on the project before making a decision.

Buster and Venable represent the county board on the March Joint Powers Commission. The eight-member body made up of representatives of the county and Riverside, Perris and Moreno Valley is scheduled to consider DHL plans on Wednesday.

The supervisors were reconsidering a resolution they adopted last week after Buster raised questions about the manner in which it was considered.

Board Chairman Roy Wilson said the issue was very briefly discussed Sept. 14 as a closed-session meeting was disbanding. He acknowledged last week the item should not have been mentioned behind closed doors, but he said the incident fell short of any violation of the Brown Act, California's open-meetings law.

Supervisor John Tavaglione on Monday took Buster to task for his allegations, saying that it was "unfortunate my colleague felt the opportunity to take advantage of the press and his colleagues."

Buster said the item did not meet the test of an emergency item and should never have been added to last week's board agenda without public notice.

"This is a major issue, and we all recognize that," he said.
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Orangecrest Residents Object To DHL Proposal

ORANGECREST: They put up with military planes now. Project plans include 11 night flights.

By Kimberly Trone, The Press-Enterprise

RIVERSIDE - Single mom Vickie Carney bought her house in Orangecrest three years ago believing it would be an investment toward her retirement.

Carney said Monday that her property's value has increased, but she is worried that future commercial air traffic from the March Inland Port airport could have negative effects on her quality of life and her property values.

"It's not fair," Carney said.

Dozens of homeowners in Orangecrest, the fastest-growing area of Riverside, say they were not informed about future commercial flights and real estate agents had downplayed the military flight activity at March. The residents have been vocal in their concerns, showing up at community meetings and public hearings for a commercial air-cargo port.

Gerald Smith said homeowners as early 2000 were asking March commissioners to make sure that there was some disclosure of their plans for commercial development.

"Resident concerns were downplayed and at times ignored by the (March) commissioners," Smith said. "I don't know at this point if there is a remedy because so much damage has already been done."

The March Joint Powers Commission on Wednesday will consider plans for a 380,000-square-foot sorting and distribution center for air-cargo carrier DHL.

Plans for the port call for 20 flight operations a day, including 11 in the middle of the night.

As many as 21,000 commercial operations a year are permitted at March Inland Port with no flight-time restrictions. The military is allowed as many as 54,000 flight operations a year under a joint-use agreement.

Riverside County Supervisor Bob Buster said this week that policymakers have paved the way for opposition to commercial flights and redevelopment of surplus military land by continuing to approve home construction near the March site.

Riverside County approved Orangecrest development in 1982, and Buster said the project's environmental report warned some of its areas would be subjected to severe noise from flights at what was then March Air Force Base.

Riverside annexed Orangecrest about 10 years ago, and thousands of new homes have been built there since then.

"Locating residential communities under or near military airport flight paths is the worst form of what is called encroachment, a major factor in Defense Department considerations to close base," said Buster, a member of the March Joint Powers Commission. Buster said the decision could be costly.

"The cities and county can't now escape responsibility for bad planning around March," he said.

Ontario International Airport in San Bernardino County is gearing up to spend $6.8 million to acquire more than 20 homes affected by aircraft noise. The bulk of the money, $5.5 million, came from the Federal Aviation Administration, and the airport's owner, the city of Los Angeles, provided the balance.

"We don't make land-use decisions," said FAA spokesman Don Walker. "We have no authority or say. That's strictly a question of what communities want to do with their land."

Developer D.R. Horton has received no complaints about airplane noise from its home buyers in Orangecrest, said Keith Alex, vice president of construction. The company has about 350 homes completed or under construction in the area.

An environmental report by a consultant demonstrates that traffic noise exceeds aircraft noise, Alex said. The developer has taken construction measures, such as installing double-paned windows, to counter traffic noise.

"We disclose everything in our sales agreements," Alex said, calling the current debate about a cargo port "a moot point."

"As long as everything is disclosed, everybody can accept it," he said. "The good for the economy outweighs everything else as far as I am concerned."
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March's Wings

The region's long-term interests demand pressing forward with plans for an air cargo hub at March Air Reserve Base. The proposal offers a chance to build an Inland economic powerhouse, and dismissing that opportunity would be irresponsible.

The March Joint Powers Commission hopes to land a 380,000-square-foot cargo facility for shipping giant DHL, which would provide several hundred local jobs. But nearby residents have blasted the plan, citing pollution and noise.

Neighbors want a "curfew" for cargo operations - no flights between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. - similar to the policy the Air Force generally follows at March. The DHL proposal calls for 20 takeoffs and landings a day, with 11 of them at night. Developers say that a curfew would repel commercial users, which need the flexibility to fly 24/7.

There's no room for compromise there, as will surely become evident at the public hearing Wednesday over a zoning designation for the cargo facility. But it's crucial the cargo plans move ahead.

We sympathize with the residents' concerns, and the cargo operation should use flight paths that minimize the effects on nearby communities. But we can't overlook the long-term regional benefits a thriving March airport would provide - and those must take precedence.

The airport is too valuable a public asset to sit idle. It can serve as a major transportation hub for growing Southern California, a magnet for attracting commerce and jobs, bolstering the region's economy and providing opportunity for its residents. Land one major business operation, such as DHL, and others will follow.

Restricting flight times would post a "not welcome" sign instead. And it would stifle the chances of landing other businesses, which would see DHL's experience as a warning to avoid trying to operate at March.

That would void the enormous amount of time, effort and money poured into finding ways to reuse the base - and would waste a top-flight economic opportunity. That's too high a cost to pay.

Supporters of the air cargo plans say commercial operations at March could help keep the federal government from shutting the base. March now pumps roughly $350 million a year into the Southern California economy, and continued military use of March would diffuse the cost of airport operations for commercial users. That would make it easier to attract business to the site.

While an Air Force presence at March tremendously benefits the area, retaining that presence hinges on military needs, and not what local agencies do there, the Defense Department says. And it's a side issue anyway: The region needs to capitalize on the airfield no matter what the military does, and the DHL deal would make a great start on the process.

March Field didn't take wing overnight; the air base has been operating since the early part of the last century - long before the area around it developed into suburbia. Nearby residents knew that when they signed the real estate disclosure agreements on their homes.

Expecting March to remain a semi-quiet military reserve base isn't realistic. The demand for airport space is there, and so is a potential user. The region cannot afford to turn away the DHL proposal or the future it promises. The March Joint Powers Commission public hearing is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. Sept. 22 in the Riverside Convention Center's Ben H. Lewis Hall, 3443 Orange St.
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Supporters Of Depot Hope New Spending Keeps It Open

U.S. Senate approves funding for a new maintenance facility

By Jeffrey McMurray, Associated Press

WASHINGTON – As Congress inches closer to giving Anniston Army Depot its largest new maintenance project since the 1980s, boosters in the Alabama community are hoping the move signals the depot will be spared closure next year.

The U.S. Senate approved a package of military construction projects this week that includes $23.7 million for a powertrain maintenance facility, which would help the depot repair and overhaul reciprocating engines.

At the urging of Alabama lawmakers, who have lobbied for the facility for years, President Bush included the request in February as part of his $2.4 trillion budget. So far, the money has survived the congressional hurdles and now faces a conference with House negotiators.

The new money, which would be dished out the same year the Pentagon will develop a list of bases to close, doesn’t guarantee survival of the depot, but supporters say they’re optimistic.

“It’ll give us the tools to do what we do more quickly, efficiently and get those tanks back out to the soldiers,” Sherri Sumners, president of Calhoun County Chamber of Commerce, said Tuesday.

Fort McClellan in Alabama was closed in the last round of closings in 1995, and construction money for it was eliminated years earlier.

Sen. Richard Shelby of Alabama, a Republican on the Appropriations Committee, said the state would receive $98 million overall in construction projects for 2005.

Among them are $16.5 million for an aircraft maintenance hangar at Fort Rucker, $19.6 million for the next phase of the Missile Defense Agency’s Von Braun Complex at Redstone Arsenal, and a combined $19.7 million for Army National Guard readiness centers in Centreville, Clanton and Oneonta.
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Rell Backs Ex-Officer For Base Closure Panel

Governor urges Bush to name Gary P. Bennett to commission

By Robert A. Hamilton, Day Staff Writer

Hartford — Moving quickly to fulfill a pledge to help save the Naval Submarine Base in Groton, Gov. M. Jodi Rell has asked President Bush to name a Stonington resident to the Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

Rell threw her support Tuesday to Gary P. Bennett, who served as a submarine officer for six years in the 1960s before embarking on a career in business that culminated with his selection as chairman and president of Analysis & Technology Inc. in North Stonington from 1992 to 2000.

“We need a voice on the commission who knows the value of the submarine base,” Rell said. “Gary Bennett brings a wealth of experience and judgment to the panel, as well as personal insight into both the military and the civilian worlds.

“I'm confident the president will give this recommendation serious consideration,” she said. “I recognize and appreciate the need to consolidate military bases and save money. Closing the Groton submarine base, however, is not in anyone's best interest — and certainly not in ours. This is a battle we intend to win.”

John C. Markowicz, chairman of the Subase Realignment Coalition, said it was encouraging that Rell acted so soon after meeting Sept. 14 with the coalition to discuss how the state could help.

“It's good to hear the governor is weighing in so quickly,” Markowicz said. “I think any input from a senior member of either the executive or legislative branches of the government in Connecticut will be positively received and can only help.”

The president will appoint three people to the nine-member BRAC Commission. The majority leaders of the House and Senate each will nominate two, and the minority leaders of both chambers will each nominate one.

The coalition had previously asked members of the state's congressional delegation to forward Bennett's name through their respective channels, and U.S. Rep. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, also has proposed Bennett to the president.

The coalition is trying to convince Pentagon officials that closing the Groton base would upset the unique synergy that exists in southeastern Connecticut, where the base is in close proximity to Electric Boat, which repairs submarines homeported in Groton, and to the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, a weapons development lab in nearby Newport, R.I.

Bennett was unavailable for comment, but has said he is interested in the appointment. As chairman of A&T, he has worked with all of the services on various contracts.

“This is an individual with proven experience and understanding in executing and molding a strategy that achieves cost-effectiveness for an industry,” Rell wrote in her letter to the president. “In short, he has made the tough calls in the past and can do so again on the BRAC Commission.”
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Carson Housing Plan At Risk

Lawmakers will decide fate of program

By Tom Roeder, The Gazette

A conference committee charged with working out differences in a military spending bill will get the final call on the future of a privatized military housing program often used at Fort Carson.

It also will decide whether a Pentagon base-closing plan will move forward on schedule.

The Senate passed its version of the military construction budget Monday night. The Senate measure, like the House budget passed earlier, contains millions of dollars for Colorado, including $66 million for projects in Colorado Springs.

The measures differ widely, though, when it comes to a Pentagon plan for closing one in five military bases worldwide. And neither measure provides for the continuation of a program that puts private businesses in charge of building and maintaining military housing.

The House bill, with an addition championed by Rep. Joel Hefley, R-Colo., would put off until 2007 decisions on which bases to close.

The Senate, with support from Sen. Wayne Allard, R-Colo., moved to push ahead with the closings, with the decisions due in 2005.

Hefley argued that making decisions on closing bases now would be too difficult because of the war in Iraq.

Allard agrees with Defense Department officials who say the base closures are needed quickly so the department can shed unneeded real estate at a savings of up to $8 billion a year.

The delay has the backing of the Greater Colorado Springs Chamber of Commerce, which is working to keep the region’s Army and Air Force installations open. Jeff Markovich, the chamber’s vice president for military affairs, said his group would support killing the base closure plan entirely.

Allard and Hefley say there’s little reason to fear that any of Colorado Springs’ bases will be eliminated. Hefley has expressed optimism that a pullback of troops in Europe will cause military growth in Colorado Springs. The chamber is completing a study that looks at how much money the military can save by moving some Air Force functions to the Springs from Los Angeles.

Where the base-closing issue will wind up when senators and representatives agree on a compromise budget was unclear Tuesday, but agreement seems sure on another issue.

The budgets passed by both houses leave the Defense Department’s housing privatization program low on cash to continue. Under the program, private companies take over the building and maintenance of base housing in exchange for housing allowance payments from troops. The program has resulted in 840 new homes at Fort Carson and the remodeling of 1,823 existing houses on the post.

The future of the program remains in jeopardy, because the $850 million allocated for it has been spent. Allard and Hefley say they’re backing plans to give the program money so more privatized houses can be built on bases nationwide.

The House-Senate conference committee is expected to reach a compromise on the military construction budget in the coming weeks.

Los Angeles Times
September 23, 2004 
Cargo Hub At March Debated

Riverside County supervisors to decide whether to allow nighttime flights at the air base. Opponents jam a public hearing.

By Janet Wilson, Times Staff Writer

Riverside County officials debated late into the night Wednesday whether to approve a new commercial air cargo hub at March Air Reserve Base.

About 1,000 people, mostly opponents, jammed a public hearing held by the March Joint Powers Authority at Riverside Convention Center. Many were upset by the prospect of nighttime flights at the base, and others expressed concerns about the health effects of increased air pollution.

Don Edwards of Riverside said he was originally in favor of the plan but told the eight-member joint powers commission: "It now appears to be jammed down our throat…. Surely you're going to give thousands of residents a mighty earful as the jets fly overhead."

But the Riverside Chamber of Commerce, a number of elected officials and some longtime residents supported the project, saying it would add as many as 300 jobs to the job-poor Inland Empire, bolster the economy with greater demand for services and help keep the base open.

"Let's not get confused with false detours that lead to a padlocked front gate at March Reserve Air Base," Rep. Ken Calvert (R-Riverside) said in a videotaped statement. The tape was greeted with sustained boos and scattered applause.

Shipping firm DHL has said it is undecided whether to put a cargo operations hub at March, Ontario International Airport or San Bernardino International Airport. The company this year announced a $1.2-billion expansion across the United States.

But Penny Newman, a leading Inland Empire environmentalist, said, "Let's be clear, this is not about jobs. [You] would no more hand a pack of cigarettes to a child than the man in the moon. But the pollution generated by that project would do exactly the same thing."

The air cargo proposal would at first allow 20 commercial flights a day, including 11 at night.

In a statement to The Times, DHL spokesman Jonathan Baker declined to say whether the overnight flights would be needed at the facility or whether a favorable vote by the commission would lure the firm to the air base, which straddles the 215 Freeway between Riverside, Moreno Valley and Perris.

"At this point the only thing I could say … is that we are currently looking to identify a permanent location for a new ground hub on the West Coast, which would include some air operations," Baker said.

The former March Air Force Base was downsized to a reserve base in 1996. The commission's decision is one of the final steps in a 10-year process seeking to bring commercial air cargo to the base.

Times staff writer Wendy Thermos contributed to this report.
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Paring Pax River’s To-Do List

Susan Kinzie and Amit R. Paley
With the Defense Department gathering information before recommending military base closures and restructuring next spring, a broad coalition in St. Mary's County continues to work to support the Patuxent River Naval Air Station and find ways to improve things such as roads, housing and schools.

On Monday, Rep. Steny H. Hoyer (D-Md.) met with the Patuxent Partnership (a consortium of mostly technology companies, federal facilities and academic institutions), the Southern Maryland Navy Alliance and the St. Mary's County Chamber of Commerce to talk about the upcoming round of base closures and tour a new facility at Pax River.

On Tuesday, the county commissioners approved a list of five priorities: education, transportation, housing, Lexington Park revitalization and quality of life -- a broad category that commits officials to supporting economic growth and diversity even as they find ways to preserve the area's rural character and to increasing cultural opportunities.

That's a shorter list than the seven priorities they identified last summer. Since then, leaders have received funding to demolish the dilapidated Lexington Manor apartments next to the base, improved Route 235 (which runs north-south alongside Pax River), and signed a five-year agreement with schools to increase spending and accountability.

"This is a very, very important time for St. Mary's County," said Thomas F. McKay (R-At Large), president of the Board of County Commissioners. "We're in good shape, we've done our homework, we've done the things we're supposed to do. . . . This really gives us a roadmap again, to ensure that St. Mary's County is a great place for the Navy to do business."

The Republican Party is slowly increasing its majority in Calvert County.

The GOP first edged ahead of the Democrats in November -- by a margin of fewer than a dozen registered voters. Now, the party's lead has jumped to almost 200.

As of Monday, 19,874 Republican and 19,676 Democrats were registered as voters in the county, said Mary DePelteau, a Calvert County election official.

The numbers are the latest sign of growing Republican power in a county that was a Democratic stronghold for decades.

"We were used to having one Republican for every four Democrats," said Barbara A. Burton, vice chairman of the Calvert County Republican Central Committee. "But conservative Democrats feel their party has left them."

Local Republicans are working hard to boost their majority in the county. Burton said party officials will continue to set up voter registration booths at county events and send mailings to residents.

Burton said she hopes the party's success in Calvert will inspire Republicans in other counties around the state. Although Democrats outnumber Republicans by almost 2-to-1 in Maryland, Burton said she believes President Bush can carry the state in November.

"All we have to do is get out there and try harder," she said.

Weekend drivers don't need to worry about Huntingtown High School football games anymore this year, school officials said.

The first two games at the brand-new school, which overlooks Route 4, caused traffic nightmares along the county's major road, raising concern that every football matchup would lead to mass congestion.

But Calvert County public schools officials said the gridlock problem is over for this year, thanks to Huntingtown's football schedule.

School Board President Gail M. Hoerauf-Bennett said the school's first two games were particularly well attended because Huntingtown was playing in-county rivals Patuxent and Northern.

For the rest of the season, however, Huntingtown does not face another county school at home. "We're not really anticipating a problem for future games," Hoerauf-Bennett said.

And what about next year?

During future Huntingtown home games against fellow county schools, Hoerauf-Bennett said the county would likely offer satellite parking to fans and then bus them to the game.

Sunday is the annual Calvert County Waterman's Day Festival in Solomons.

The event is scheduled from noon to 4 p.m. at the Waterman's Wharf in Solomons. Admission is free.

There will be a boat docking contest, food and beverages, a crab soup cook-off, men's and women's anchor toss contests, raffles and a Maryland seafood display.

Music will be provided by Deanna Dove and the Island Band.

Candidates for the Calvert County Board of Education will have a chance to state their views Oct. 27 at a public candidates' organized by the League of Women Voters of Calvert County.

The forum is scheduled to begin at 7 p.m. at Calvert Pines Senior Center in Prince Frederick.

Three of the five seats on the board are at stake in the Nov. 2 election.

The 1st District candidates are Jeffrey Borgholthaus of Lusby and Frank T. Parish of Dowell. Incumbent Robert L. Gray of Huntingtown is unopposed for the 2nd District seat. In the 3rd District, incumbent Mary Garvey of Owings is being challenged by James L. Parent of Chesapeake Beach. All five have accepted the League's invitation to participate in the forum.

The League of Women Voters of St. Mary's County is sponsoring a Board of Education candidates' forum beginning at 7 p.m. Oct. 19 at the Lexington Park library.

The forum will be divided into two sessions, both moderated by a league member. Candidates for the at-large position will address issues from 7 to 7:45 p.m., and candidates for the 2nd District position will present their views from 8 to 8:45 p.m. County residents will be able to meet the candidates in the library's lobby from 6:15 to 7 p.m.

Three of the five seats on the school board are on the Nov. 2 ballot. Pat Woodburn of Compton and Gary Kessler of Lexington Park are seeking the at-large seat on the school board. Cathy Allen of Hollywood, the board chairman, and Clare Whitbeck of Breton Bay are competing for the District 2 seat. Incumbent Mary M. Washington is unopposed by the District 4 seat.

Each candidate will have the opportunity to give a one-minute introduction. Three or four questions prepared by league members will be asked, followed by questions from the audience that have been reviewed by two League members. Candidates will have up to two minutes to answer each question. At the end of each session, candidates will have one minute to present a closing statement.
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