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In The Loop

Even Fictional Base Closings Stir Protest 

By Al Kamen

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton (D-N.Y.) and Rep. John M. McHugh (R-N.Y.) sent a letter last week to Josh Lyman, deputy chief of staff to President Josiah Bartlett of "West Wing," protesting an episode that characterized New York's Fort Drum as obsolete, the Associated Press reported.

The letter was actually sent to producer-writer Lawrence O'Donnell, who's got clout with Bartlett.

San Antonio Express-News
February 28, 2004 
Is Lobbyist's Loyalty Divided?

By Peggy Fikac, Chief, Express-News Austin bureau

AUSTIN — A Washington firm that gets $15,000 monthly to lobby for Texas on issues that include military bases is being asked whether a conflict is posed by its reported negotiations with Florida to lobby to preserve bases there.

"There is a concern about a potential conflict of interest," said Kathy Walt, spokeswoman for Gov. Rick Perry.

The firm, Piper Rudnick, said in a general statement that it wouldn't take part in activity a client construes as a conflict.

Ed Pérez of Texas' Office of State-Federal Relations said Friday he forwarded a copy of a newspaper report about the contract negotiations to the firm.

The Florida Times-Union of Jacksonville reported that Florida was negotiating with Piper Rudnick to lobby for that state during the military base realignment and closure process.

Pérez said he followed up with a phone call suggesting the firm notify Texas if it sees a potential conflict of interest. Notification of potential conflicts is required in its Texas contract, Pérez said.

The firm has a 23-month contract with Texas that began in October.

Jim Hyland, who advises Piper Rudnick and is Texas' primary contact with the firm, read a statement saying, "It is the firm's policy to disclose all potential conflicts to our clients if and when they arise, and we will not engage in any activity that a client of the firm might construe as a conflict."

Hyland is a former legislative director for Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas.

Piper Rudnick is a business law firm with more than 975 lawyers and offices in more than a dozen cities nationwide, including Dallas, according to its web site.

The firm includes Dick Armey, the former U.S. House majority leader from Texas.

The company has an alliance with The Cohen Group, an international consulting firm headed by former U.S. Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen.

If the firm notifies Texas of a potential conflict of interest, Pérez said the state would determine whether a conflict actually exists and discuss it with Piper Rudnick. Pérez said if there is a conflict, the contract could be canceled, "but we're nowhere near that at this point."

Seattle Post-Intelligencer
February 26, 2004 
Military Towns Go On Defensive To Escape Base Closures

By Mike Barber, Seattle Post-Intelligencer Reporter

As the Pentagon made final its criteria this month for next year's aggressive round of military base closings, the hometowns of Washington's nine major military installations began shielding themselves.

The state Senate yesterday made a pre-emptive strike on one of the critical new measures being considered in base closures -- "encroachment" from expanding communities.

The measure, Senate Bill 6401, requires communities to consider the effect of development on neighboring bases, formalizing a way for base commanders and local officials to resolve growth-related concerns.

"Land use is a key issue. Local communities are doing a pretty good job, but we felt we needed a state policy. It's one of the most vital things we can do so that the Department of Defense understands this state is serious about its military bases," said Christopher Rose, Gov. Gary Locke's policy adviser and point man on the base-closure front.

The state has a lot to lose: about 86,000 defense jobs and $8 billion a year in defense payroll and contracts.

Since 1988, Washington has mostly been immune to military cuts, with just one closure -- Sand Point Naval Air Station -- in four rounds of base closures. The state even gained 18,000 defense jobs in that period.

Yet although most local officials believe the region won't be hit too hard this time around, they're not taking anything for granted. Many are taking steps to protect the Keyport Naval Undersea Warfare Center in Kitsap County -- considered one of the most likely targets.

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said the Joint Chiefs of Staff consider about a quarter of the nation's roughly 400 major installations obsolete, and want to free up nearly $4 billion a year for military modernization.

Rumsfeld on Feb. 16 made final the eight criteria for deciding which bases to close, after reviewing thousands of appeals and suggestions from communities nationwide.

The first four criteria weigh military value, including:

Current and future missions and readiness.

Availability and condition of land, buildings and air space (including training areas).

Ability to accommodate future troop requirements and operations.

Cost of operating and manpower.

The final categories weigh cost and savings, economic impact, community infrastructure and environmental impact, including cleanup costs.

"The first four are the important ones dealing with military value. The next four criteria are tie-breakers," said Will Lent, a retired Navy captain with Kitsap County's task force on base closures.

"The main issue ... is to save money," said Christopher Hellman of the Center for Arms Control and Non-Proliferation in Washington, D.C., a group that supports base closures. "They won't close any base if it doesn't save them some money."

Of the nine main bases in Washington, experts figure Keyport, which employs more than 1,300 uniformed and civilian defense personnel, might be most vulnerable -- if not to closure, then realignment with nearby Bangor Trident Submarine Base.

The small torpedo-testing and research base near Bangor, however, increased its value by taking over research and development of unmanned undersea vehicles, said Lent, a veteran of past fights against closures.

"I feel confident Keyport will be OK," he said.

The base, which maintains the only torpedo depot in the Navy, has an enlightened management that not only has earned awards for excellence, but cleaned up its area environmentally, he said.

Kitsap officials have stepped up with a broad plan that outlines the area's long, positive relationship with the Navy. They also were first to apply for a $30,000 portion of the $500,000 in state matching funds Locke set up to help improve communities with military bases.

The funds are part of a project in which Keyport is playing a key role -- creating a $9 million state-of-the art, fiber-optic broadband system.

"That's hard-core, real stuff done recently with a lot of money" to provide real-time communications, Poulsbo City Councilman Ed Stern said.

On the plus side, defense observers say the region's bases as a whole benefit from the Pentagon shifting more of its focus toward Asia, making West Coast bases more attractive. In addition, the services are not likely to be reduced in size very much, considering the ongoing war on terror.

On the minus side, community arguments voicing things such as economic impact and quality of life are not the Pentagon's priorities.

Across the Sound, Everett city officials preparing to celebrate the 10th anniversary of their Navy base in April also are working to ensure they have another decade at least.

Rep. Rick Larsen's district includes Naval Station Everett, home of the aircraft carrier USS Abraham Lincoln, and Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, home of the nation's fleet of electronic warfare aircraft.

"Naval Station Everett is the most modern Navy base we have in the U.S.," Larsen said recently. He does not see encroachment as a big issue, either.

The base was an early participant in public-private housing for sailors off the premises, minimizing costly on-base infrastructure.

Although Whidbey and Everett have been on the block in previous rounds of closures, both have seen hefty investment. And Whidbey, like some other bases, meets another Pentagon criteria with its grandfathered training space.

Whidbey also has seen some new investment, receiving a state-of-the-art refueling station to provide quick turnaround for its Prowler jets over the last two years, and yesterday it unveiled its new $4.4 million pool for survival training.

Local defense observers say the region is amenable to another military buzzword -- "jointness," meaning elimination of duplicated efforts, even to the point of having different branches of the armed forces share bases.

Fort Lewis, home of the Army's Stryker Brigade now carrying the load in northern Iraq, and McChord Air Force Base, home of the 62nd Airlift wing, seem safe from closure, sitting side by side near Tacoma.

While the nation's major active-duty domestic military bases are drawing most of the attention, Reserve bases might also be considered next year, defense observers said.

That could include Seattle's Army Reserve 70th Regional Readiness Command, headquarters for Army reserve soldiers in the Northwest.

It is located in the last vestiges of Fort Lawton in Seattle's Discovery Park, an active duty base closed in 1973.

Next spring, eight commissioners will be appointed to a Senate panel that will decide which bases ought to be closed or realigned.

On May 16, 2005, Rumsfeld is expected to announce the military's recommendations.

Boston Globe
February 26, 2004 
Air Force Base Lobbying Effort Gains Altitude

By Davis Bushnell, Globe Correspondent

Efforts to keep Hanscom Air Force Base in Bedford and the US Army Soldier Systems Center in Natick from being closed next year reached a higher level Monday, when a 34-member blue-ribbon leadership committee was formed under the umbrella of the Massachusetts Defense Technology Initiative.

Senator Edward M. Kennedy and Governor Mitt Romney are cochairmen of the committee, which also is made up of the 11 other members of the state's congressional delegation and 21 executives from the high-technology, academic, and health-care sectors. Most are from the Boston area.

Committee members living or working in the northwest suburbs are: Sheila Widnall of Lexington, a former Air Force secretary in the Clinton administration; Paul Gudonis, chief executive, Centra Software Inc., and Suzanne Daniels, vice president, BAE Systems, both of Lexington; Dr. David Barrett, chief executive, Lahey Clinic, Burlington; Robert Nesbit, senior vice president, Mitre Corp., Bedford; James Regan, chief executive, Dynamics Research Corp., Andover; Steve Kaufman, chief executive, Avici Systems, and Bill Flanagan, vice president-general manager, Titan Corp., both of Billerica.

In buttonholing other opinion leaders in Washington, D.C., and other parts of the country, committee members will emphasize the importance of Hanscom Air Force Base and the Army's Natick facility as centers that are on the cutting edge of technological innovations, said Chris Anderson, president of the Massachusetts High Technology Council and a leadership committee member.

The Waltham-based high-tech council, which has 140 member companies, is directing the campaign to save the air base and Army facility.

It appears this time the value of technology to the nation's defense will be taken into account in determining which military bases will be targeted in 2005 for closings and realignments, Anderson said. He added that technology was not a major consideration in the shuttering of bases in 1991 and 1995, when the Bedford base narrowly escaped being closed.

Earlier this month, the Defense Department submitted to Congress its final criteria for base closings and realignments. The deadline for the defense secretary to file recommended base closings to Congress is May 16, 2005. The recommendations will be considered by a nine-member Base Realignment and Closure Commission.

"So, we're now more primed than ever to spread the word that Hanscom and Natick activities can't be replicated anywhere else," said Anderson, adding that Hanscom is in the forefront of electronic warfare systems development and the Army's Natick center is tops in designing state-of-the-art apparel and food technologies for the military.

"Uprooting" the Hanscom base and Natick center and moving them elsewhere would be as bizarre and unwarranted as "relocating wetlands from the Cape to Nebraska," said Regan of Dynamics Research.

There is a type of "ecosystem" in this state, in which the two military bases are linked to major colleges and universities like the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Harvard and to a wide array of technology-oriented defense contractors, Regan said. "And the value of this system has never been higher."

Formed by Lincoln Labs scientists 48 years ago, Dynamics Research derives about half of its annual revenues of $240 million from Air Force contracts, he said.

The company, which specializes in providing engineering and information technology services, typically has 350 to 400 employees working on projects at the Bedford base, Regan said. It has 800 Massachusetts workers.

The corporate-academic "mix we have here -- southern New Hampshire, too -- is critical to the military's effectiveness," suggested Gudonis of Centra Software, a provider of products for Internet conferences and virtual classrooms. The growing company has 200 employees in Lexington, and 55 in Atlanta and overseas.

Also, a total of 30,000 technology jobs are involved in projects with Hanscom or the Natick center that have a yearly economic impact of about $3.5 billion on the region, said Gudonis, who is also chairman of the high-tech council.

"So, we're involved in a high-stakes effort, and we have to get that message across to Washington," he asserted.

Other members of the blue-ribbon committee are Michael Ruettgers, chairman, EMC Corp., Hopkinton; Virginia Allan, executive director, Natick Soldier Systems Center Business Alliance; Jack Wilson, president, University of Massachusetts; Kevin Casey, head of government affairs, Harvard; Claude Canizares, associate provost, MIT, and MIT Lincoln Labs; Joyce Plotkin, president, Massachusetts Software Council; Paul Guzzi, chief executive, Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce; Rick Lord, chief executive, Associated Industries of Massachusetts; James Brett, president, New England Council; Craig Coy, CEO, Massachusetts Port Authority; Jimmy Dishner, a retired Air Force Brigadier General, who lives in South Orleans, on Cape Cod; and William Walsh, chief executive, Sippican, Marion.

Pacific Daily News (Guam)
February 26, 2004 
Panel: Military Presence Key

By Gene Park, Pacific Daily News

Guam Delegate Madeleine Bordallo's recent message that Guam must strengthen relations with the military as base closures loom, is echoed in words and actions by the island's largest business organization.

Sustaining U.S. military interest and encouraging more Defense Department investments on Guam are among the key goals of the Guam Chamber of Commerce for 2004. The written goals were laid out at yesterday's chamber general membership meeting.

The chamber's 2004 operations plan revealed five aspects of focus for the year, with military affairs being among the more detailed.

Rita Miller, chief executive officer of SET Pacific, provider of electricity to the Navy and Andersen Air Force base, said more military presence means not only more money and jobs for the local economy, but reliable money and jobs.

"It's safe money," Miller said. "We know the federal government is going to pay, and it's a level playing field for the bids."

Delegate Bordallo said in her annual report earlier this month that 2004 is key in strengthening the island's relationship with the military to ride out next year's round of military base cuts.

Chamber Chairman Lee Webber, who also is publisher of the Pacific Daily News, said he agrees with Bordallo, and that efforts to promote the island to the military have been increasing.

"(This year) is crucial for us because of Guam's strategic location," Webber said. "It's extremely important for us to remain keenly attuned to the military's needs and how that relates to the overall economic growth in Guam."

Webber said base closures in other U.S. areas may open up the potential for more forward deployment on the island.

Rear Adm. Arthur J. Johnson, commander of U.S. Naval Forces Marianas, said the base realignment studies continue and that there are opportunities for expansion on Guam.

"Quite clearly, while we're waging a war on terrorism, a new kind of war, it shouldn't surprise anyone that there will be new approaches that evolve out of that," Johnson said. "Without reading too much into it, you can discern certain opportunities based on the number of questions and the kinds of questions asked about Guam."

Lorraine Okada, chairwoman of the subcommittee for social events under the chamber's military affairs committee, said there will be appreciation events and fairs held for military personnel and their families.

Okada said rest-and-relaxation packages also are planned for the families of personnel stationed here.

Los Angeles Times
February 27, 2004 
Settlements Nearly End El Toro Fight

By Daniel Yi, Times Staff Writer

Some of the last remaining legal battles over the reuse of the closed El Toro Marine Corps base were settled Thursday, marking another step toward a formal end to one of the most contentious issues in Orange County history.

Groups that favored turning the 4,700-acre base into a commercial airport settled three lawsuits they had filed in challenging anti-airport plans. The lawsuits posed little threat to current plans by Irvine to turn the base into a complex of parks, homes and businesses known as the Great Park.

Irvine annexed the base in November. The Navy plans to auction the property this year.

The settlements announced Thursday involved several anti- and pro-airport groups and individuals. The anti-airport parties included Irvine and the El Toro Reuse Planning Authority, a coalition of south Orange County cities. Pro-airport groups included the Airport Working Group and the Orange County Regional Airport Authority.

One of the settlements ended a challenge to Measure W, the 2002 initiative approved by voters that zoned most of El Toro for parks and open space.

Two other lawsuits by the Airport Working Group are still pending: its challenge to Irvine's annexation of the base and one concerning the Great Park's environmental impact report.

San Diego Union-Tribune
March 1, 2004 
State With Much To Lose Spends Little In Base Closure Fight

By James P. Sweeney, Copley News Service

SACRAMENTO – Over the past year or so, a small state office helping prepare California for the next round of military base closures has tracked how much money competing states have committed to influencing the process.

Texas put up a $250 million bond issue. Florida has budgeted $15 million over the past five years. Georgia has earmarked $6 million; Pennsylvania, $5 million; and Oklahoma, $1.5 million, according to the state Office of Military Base Retention and Reuse.

California, the state with arguably the most to lose in the next round of base closures, is not on the list.

Former Gov. Gray Davis' administration allocated $180,000 in the current budget to protect the state's bases, and did that only because it was part of a package demanded by a Republican senator whose vote was needed to pass the budget.

The stakes are huge. California's 62 military installations employ 274,000 with an annual payroll of $13 billion, according to the state. Subcontractors collect an additional $23.6 billion a year from the Department of Defense.

California has been clobbered in four previous rounds, losing more than 93,000 defense jobs in an economic hit valued at $9.6 billion. Twenty-nine of 91 major installations in the state were closed or realigned. The job losses amounted to 60 percent of national total.

The next round is expected to close about one-fourth of the nation's more than 400 military facilities.

Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger has elevated the debate since taking office in mid-November. Schwarzenegger gathered the state's splintered congressional delegation and insisted that they unite and remain united in the coming fight.

He declared retaining the state's military installations a top priority in his State of the State speech and delivered the same message in a letter to Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld.

With the Schwarzenegger administration still grappling with a multibillion-dollar deficit, there has been no more money to augment local campaigns, such as the Los Angeles Air Force Base Regional Alliance, already under way.

While the governor can bring his political clout and connections to bear, some fear that may not be enough.

"These other states understand that in order to be able to lobby for protecting their bases, they're going to have to hire some of the best people in Washington that they can. They get it," said Leon Panetta, a former California congressman and White House chief of staff, who is considered an authority on the base-closure process.

"The governor can do some of this, but you need a full-time effort. This is a challenge that has to be dealt with day to day. You've got to lay a lot of groundwork in the Pentagon to begin to justify protecting these bases."

Panetta said other states already are out-hustling California and warned there is little time left to regroup.

"Even though people look at these recommendations not coming until sometime next year, the reality is things are happening right now that could greatly impact which bases go on that list," he said.

Schwarzenegger and California lawmakers were disappointed two weeks ago when the criteria for ranking bases was finalized. Revisions requested by Schwarzenegger and the state's political delegations, changes that could have benefited many California bases, were not included.

In the immediate aftermath, those close to the process said the time to influence the criteria had passed last fall, when California was in the grips of a gubernatorial recall.

In his State of the State address, Schwarzenegger warned that "thousands of jobs" are imperiled by the coming base closures.

"We will fight to keep our bases open," he said.

Since then, Schwarzenegger has been preoccupied with the campaign to pass a $15 billion deficit bond measure, Proposition 57 on tomorrow's ballot. Rather than trying to find more money in a budget already deep in the red, aides said the administration has concentrated on focusing the state's efforts.

"You've got to play the hand you're dealt," said Jim Spagnole, director of the base retention office. "The budget that we're living with was defined by the prior administration."

Spagnole and others pointed out the base retention office can raise private funds, which is planned. The administration also will be looking for additional funding as it prepares a May revision of its proposed budget. Spagnole said he needs $2 million to run an effective campaign for California's bases.

More than 40 local groups have formed around the state to campaign for individual bases. Eighteen have lobbyists in Washington, said William Jefferds, a retired National Guard major general and special adviser to the base retention office. The city of San Diego is among those that have hired lobbyists and consultants.

The stakes are extremely high in San Diego County, which, by some measures, has the nation's largest military concentration with 12 major installations, more than 100,000 sailors and Marines, and an economic impact of $13.6 billion annually.

In past base-closing rounds, San Diego has lost the Naval Training Center and several research facilities, and has seen Miramar Naval Air Station transferred to the Marine Corps.

The region did pick up SPAWAR, the Space and Naval Warfare Command headquarters, which had been located near Washington, D.C. Analysts say SPAWAR may be a target for consolidation in the next round, which could result in the closing of the San Diego facility.

One of the most successful local organizing efforts has been the Los Angeles Air Force Base Alliance, which has raised $700,000 and hired two lobbyists in Washington, D.C.

El Segundo Mayor Michael Gordon, a leader of the alliance and Democratic candidate for the Assembly, encouraged the state to dig a little deeper during a recent hearing on California's efforts.

"We need a strong partnership with the state," Gordon said later. "We believe there is much more that can be done. Clearly, in contrast to the efforts being made by other states, California is off to a late start."

Democrats and Republicans alike say the new clout Schwarzenegger brings to the table, along with California's large and powerful congressional delegation, should not be underestimated.

While Texas and Florida have enviable connections to Washington, Schwarzenegger also has a like-minded Republican ally in the White House, and one of his top aides, Marybel Batjer, worked in the highest reaches of the Pentagon.

"We're coming in late. We should have been there already," said Assembly Republican leader Kevin McCarthy of Bakersfield. "But we have one advantage, a governor who's got a greater deal of influence and, within his administration, a greater deal of knowledge."

Kansas City Star
March 2, 2004 
Aggressive Plan Sought To Protect Facilities

By Dawn Bormann and John Petterson, The Kansas City Star

Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius said Monday that the state should be aggressive as it devises a campaign aimed at protecting the state's military installations from closure.

Sebelius told her Strategic Military Planning Commission at its first meeting that rather than just protecting existing facilities from down sizing or closing, it should aggressively stress expansion opportunities.

"We not only have military installations that are in great physical shape and improvements being made, but we've got a lot of wide open spaces," she said.

All four installations -- Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley, McConnell Air Force Base and Forbes Field -- will undergo intense scrutiny during the next two years as the Department of Defense seeks to cut military spending by as much as 25 percent. The Base Realignment and Closure Commission plans to recommend a list of installations to be reorganized or closed by May 2005. Congress and the president will have the final say on the plan.

Don Fix, a partner in a Washington lobbying firm that has been retained to assist the commission, told the commission that he's prepared to do anything that's "legal, moral and ethical."

Closing one of the installations would have a significant impact on the state and some local economies. State records show that military installations generated about $1.6 billion in payroll and $187 million in construction projects alone in 2003.

Besides Air Force facilities at Topeka and Wichita, the state has Fort Riley near Junction City and Fort Leavenworth adjacent to Leavenworth.

The state has already contributed $500,000 for two lobbying firms in Washington, D.C. However, communities surrounding the military installations have also been asked to give to the campaign effort.

The Leavenworth and Lansing area has been asked to kick in $125,000 to the campaign. Local public and private leaders also met Monday with national lobbyists to hear how the community can help protect and expand Fort Leavenworth.

Lobbyists said the Defense Department would evaluate the military role of each installation. Much like a major corporation, however, the military will also look at community assets that make Fort Leavenworth a good place to be stationed. Schools, public infrastructure and other quality-of-life issues could be considered.

Charlie Gregor, of the Leavenworth-Lansing Area Chamber of Commerce, said he has already received a $5,000 donation from a local business owner. He intends to solicit more donations from the private sector. He will also seek funding from the governing bodies of Leavenworth, Lansing and Leavenworth County.

Macon Telegraph
March 4, 2004 
Bill Aims To Stem BRAC Fallout

Proposal would give governor ability to financially help communities if bases are closed

By Andy Peters, Telegraph Staff Writer

ATLANTA - Legislation has been introduced that would give Gov. Sonny Perdue the authority to draw down federal funds and issue debt if a Georgia military base is closed in the upcoming base realignment and closure process.

The legislation is necessary because the BRAC closures could be announced after the General Assembly adjourns, leaving the governor in a relatively powerless situation, said Sen. Seth Harp, R-Columbus.

"We're trying to go forward with anything and everything we can to protect our military communities," said Harp, chairman of the Senate Veterans and Military Affairs Committee. "Hopefully, we won't have to use this."

Any BRAC closures will not come before September 2005 and likely not before December 2005.

But Perdue will need the ability to act quickly to help a community with economic redevelopment efforts in the event a military base is shut down in an area, Harp said.

"It gives the governor some short-term funds to rebuild the infrastructure," Harp said.

The legislation is the first bill introduced this session related to BRAC, the federal government's process for closing and realigning military bases. The U.S. Department of Defense plans to close a quarter of its bases nationwide. The 2005 round will be the fifth since 1988.

Perdue supports the bill.

"He believes that the intent of the legislation is a good one and prudent step in the BRAC process," Perdue spokeswoman Loretta Lepore said.

In the past week, the Air Force has:

• Announced plans to continue overhauling the C-5 aircraft at Robins Air Force, a job-rich workload the base won in a 1997 public/private competition with Lockheed and Boeing.

• Confirmed future Robins basing of the new E-10A aircraft, the modernized, wide-bodied successor to the Joint STARS system currently flown by the base's 116th Air Control Wing.

• Allocated $36 million during the next five years for capital investments to expand base capacity to handle additional C-17 workload.

Lawmakers said the moves send a signal that Robins should survive the upcoming BRAC process.

"We want our communities to know we're 100 percent behind them and doing everything we can to protect against base closures," said Sen. Ross Tolleson, R-Perry.

Florida Times-Union (Jacksonville)
March 5, 2004 
Freeze Military Base Closure Process, Kucinich Says

By David Decamp, The Times-Union

Afterthought presidential candidate Dennis Kucinich said Thursday that the 2005 military base closure process should be frozen, a topic close to Jacksonville's two Navy bases.

Never a top contender for the Democratic Party nomination, the Ohio representative watched John Kerry effectively secure the nomination this week. But with delegates still at stake, Kucinich is continuing his push for the nomination with Tuesday's Florida primary, saying "the people of Florida need to send the Democratic Party in a different direction."

Kucinich was expected to visit the Fuel coffee house late Thursday in Five Points, where supporters gather through Internet organized meetings.

"I think we have to put the base closings on hold in light of the new questions about security," Kucinich told the Times-Union in an afternoon interview. "You have to look at the effect on local economies. You just can't look at it as some academic exercise.

"Until you can provide the local economies with some transition, you shouldn't be closing bases, it's not just fair. How in the world can you be closing coastal bases? It doesn't make sense."

In 2001, Kucinich voted against the defense authorization bill approving the closure process. However, Kerry, a Massachusetts senator, voted for the bill. Kerry also voted to table a crucial Senate amendment stripping the base closures from the bill.

In weaker language, Kerry has called for suspending the process if elected until a long-range review is done. Kerry told Gannett News Service recently he was concerned that the Bush administration is moving ahead with base closings based on ideology instead, not planning.

"We shouldn't be wasting resources with excess bases, but we also have to know what our future needs will be at home and around the world. Base closures must be driven by logic, not ideology."

In the interview, Kucinich also said his opposition to large-scale trade agreements like NAFTA would help Florida, particularly citrus growers and dairy farmers. He said he supported the aerospace industry, noting NASA.

"There's a significant debate here. He supported every one of these trade agreements," Kucinich said of Kerry. "These agreements can't be fixed."

He also said his plan for nationalized health care would help patients and doctors. The patients would be covered, and the program would be self-insured, ending the rising medical malpractice insurance costs for doctors, he said.

New London (CT) Day
March 3, 2004 
Lawmakers, Others Ready For Potential Sub Base Fight

Groton Facility Could Again Be Target For Closure By Pentagon

By Ted Mann, Day Staff Writer

Hartford –– Local lawmakers, business leaders and private citizens are girding for a battle to save the Naval Submarine Base in Groton, which could be targeted by the Department of Defense in what one base advocate called “the mother of all base closures.”

Leaders of the Subase Realignment Coalition, an ad hoc committee formed to fight a previous effort to close the submarine base in 1993, told the General Assembly's Public Safety Committee Tuesday that state funding could make or break efforts to keep the base on the bank of the Thames River.

A bill before the committee would steer $350,000 from the state's general fund to the coalition to help finance opposition to any effort to close the base.

The submarine base will be reviewed by the Department of Defense's Base Realignment and Closure Commission, or BRAC, which has been ordered by Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld to shutter as many as 100 military installations worldwide in 2006.

“The clock is ticking,” said Rep. Andrea Stillman, D-Waterford, who was among those who lobbied the Public Safety Committee to raise the legislation. “The potential closing of the sub base ... would be devastating, not only to southeastern Connecticut, but to the state.”

While losing the base alone would be a shock, Stillman said, the economic ripple effect could be even worse, especially if Electric Boat, one of only two manufacturers of nuclear submarines in the country, left the region as well. The other submarine builder, Northrop Grumman Newport News, is located near the Navy's base in Norfolk, Va.

Such events could cost the region as many as 20,000 jobs and more than $2 billion in lost tax and business revenue, Stillman said.

All the more reason to ready for a fight, she said, adding, “It is imperative that we begin this process now.”

For the coalition, the first goal is preventing the base from even being considered by the BRAC, said John Markowicz, the group's chairman and the executive director of its parent organization, the Southeastern Connecticut Enterprise Region.

The BRAC will convene in March 2005 and will report its recommendations to President Bush in September of that year.

But if the submarine base is on the list, as it was in the early 1990s, the coalition will do what it did then, Markowicz said.

“We'll fight like hell for three months to get off the list,” he said.

A bill raised Tuesday by the Public Safety Committee would appropriate $350,000 in state funds for the coalition, a sum Markowicz said would be used to hire a Washington-based consultant and begin gathering data to counter that collected by the Pentagon, which will combine all evidence for reasons to close the base and shift its operations elsewhere.

Most of the funds will be spent to hire a former senior official in the defense department, who will keep tabs on the issue in Washington.

But the group will also engage in “opposition research,” he said, fending off anticipated attempts by other states to take possession of the region's military assets.

The submarine base, which is the homeport of about 17 submarines and which employs roughly 11,000 military and civilian personnel, is the Navy's largest, but there are four others in California, Georgia, Virginia and Hawaii.

The realignment coalition's greatest advantage, according to Markowicz and others, is that it has been here before.

“We are at a point in time that is eerily similar to where we were in 1994,” said William Moore, the former chairman of the coalition and one of those who successfully lobbied the Navy to remove the submarine base from a list of facilities slated to close or substantially reduce operations.

“We know that the BRAC is coming,” Moore said. “We also know that Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld has stated that this will be the biggest BRAC yet. The support that the state provides to the Subase Realignment Coalition is critical.”

BRAC also is coming with new standards that could make keeping the facility even more difficult, Markowicz and Moore said, particularly a preference for “jointness” with other bases intended to increase the sharing of resources among divisions of the armed forces. The New London region's relative distance from other military bases and from the areas of the globe in which its submarines might presumably be deployed could be seen as a disadvantage by the commissioners, they said.

But even with firm support from lawmakers on the state and federal levels, financial support is not guaranteed, especially as Connecticut prepares to close a budget deficit that could be more than $80 million.

“Unfortunately, it's somewhat unrealistic” to expect as much as $350,000, said Marc Ryan, secretary of the Office of Policy and Management and Gov. John G. Rowland's budget chief.

But with other states laying out large sums to try to protect their military installations or lure those in other states, “we'll probably have to do something,” he said.

A summary of similar expenditures in other states, prepared by the realignment coalition from news reports, shows 16 states have allocated funds to oppose the BRAC. Both North Carolina and Pennsylvania have spent $2 million to fight base closures, according to the survey.

Rhode Island, which lured the Naval Undersea Warfare Center away from New London in the 1990s, has spent $450,000 to fight the closures.

“We need to take advantage of our prior experience in the 1990s and start to get ready now,” Markowicz said.

Also appearing at the hearing were representatives of U.S. Reps. Rob Simmons, R-2nd District, and John B. Larson, D-1st District. An aide to U.S. Sen. Christopher J. Dodd, D-Conn., read a letter from Dodd and fellow Democratic Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman of Connecticut pledging their support for the base and vowing to lobby for security improvements on the grounds.
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