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The What, Why, and How of iLink

What is iLink?

iLink is the Web or Internet accessible version of the NAVAIR Weapons Division Technical Library online catalog.  The catalog is shared with the Technical Information Center, Naval Facilities Engineering Services Center (NFESC), Port Hueneme.

What kind of information is in iLink?

The Library’s holdings (books, conference proceedings, periodicals, and technical reports) are listed in iLink.  We have access to many other materials within our Library that are not listed within the catalog.  If you don’t find what you need, please ask us!

Getting there

Go to http://www.nawcwpns.navy.mil/~tlibrary/ and click on the button, “Catalog Connect Directly.”

Navigating through iLink

While using iLink, it is important to use the navigation tools on the blue toolbar at the top of the iLink screen to navigate forward and backward.  Do NOT use your browser’s back and forward buttons!  

Exit lets you leave the catalog and return to the Library homepage.
Full Details opens up a brief record to display the full record.
Go Back returns you to the previous screen or back a step.

Keep marks a record for downloading or printing.

Kept allows you to download or print search results.

Limit Search allows you to narrow your search.

New Search  takes you to the main menu screen.

Next moves you to the next page of brief records, or to the next full record if you are in a full record display.

Previous moves you back to the previous page of brief records, or to the previous full record if you are in a full record display.

Basic Searching

Basic searching can be performed on the iLink opening page.  After entering your term(s), choose the field in which you want to find your term(s) from the Search For pull-down menu.  Choose Search or Browse based on the definitions below.

Search

Search will retrieve all records containing the term(s) you entered within the specified field.  Use the words or phrase option on the pull-down menu to search all fields.

Browse 

Browsing the catalog equates to thumbing through an old card catalog to see what you stumble across.  It is helpful if you are not sure how something has been entered in the catalog.  Browse retrieves alphabetical lists by author, title, subject, series, or periodical title.  If your term is not found, it will default to a general index of words used in the catalog.  

After entering your term(s), click on the radial button next to Browse and then press Search.

Choose the Best Index

words or phrase:  Retrieves all catalog records that contain your word(s) or phrase in any indexed field (title, personal author, corporate author, subject, report number, abstract, call number or accession number).  

· Author:  Retrieves all catalog records using all or part of an author’s name.

· Title:  Retrieves all catalog records using all or part of a title.

· Periodical Title:  Retrieves all catalog records using all or part of a periodical title.

· Subject:  Items in the catalog are assigned subjects according to the Library of Congress, or in the case of technical reports, according to the NAVAIR Weapons Division Technical Library reference staff.  It is important to note that the words that you use to describe a subject may not match those used in the indexes.  If you do not have success with the subject field, you may want to perform your search as a “words or phrase” search.
· Series:  Titles may be part of a series and can be searched in the Series index.  Search results will contain all or part of a series title.

Power Searches

A catalog record contains a number of different types of information arranged by field, i.e. author, title, subject.  By choosing the Switch to Power Search option below the Search For pull-down menu, you can do a search in one or more of these fields looking for specific word(s) or phrases, in various combinations.  If you perform a search combining more than one field, Boolean operators are used between the fields (see below).

Call Number Searches

To search for a call number, choose the Switch to Power Search option below the Search For pull-down menu on the iLink opening page.  Once at the Power Search page (signified by the yellow Power Search box), choose the Call Number Search box below that.  Enter the call number in the Call Number box provided.
Helpful Hints

Logical Operators

Use AND, OR, NOT and ADJ to combine terms to be searched.  When combining two or more fields in the complex search, use the pull down Boolean Operators to the right of the screen to combine your fields.

· AND means that both search terms must appear in the field(s) specified.

· OR means that either term must appear in the field(s) specified.

· NOT means that no records containing the second term will be retrieved.

· ADJ  placed between two words causes the system to search for those words as they appear side-by-side.

· Parentheses ( ) are used to search when two or more different logical operators are used within a field.  Example:  (sidewinder OR sparrow) AND missile

Truncation

The truncation symbol $ can be used to search variations of an ending of a word.  Example:  pollut$ searches for pollute, pollutes, pollution, pollutants, polluting, etc.

Wildcard

The wildcard symbol ? looks for variations in the spelling of a word.  Example:  anders?n looks for anderson and andersen.  It replaces a single character within a word.

Search Limits

Allows you to search by pubyear, library (China Lake or Port Hueneme), or type of material.  Available at the bottom of the Power Search screen. 

Using Search Results

Printing/Downloading

Mark all items you want to save by clicking on the Keep box.  Click on the Kept link when you have completed marking your results for print or download.  Note that a list of records that have been marked appears on the Kept screen.  Sort by title, author, or call number.  Your marked records will be displayed on the following screen.  Use your browser’s Print or Save function to print or save your marked results.

Exit

Click on Exit at the end of your search to return to the Library’s homepage.

Please contact the NAVAIR Weapons Division Technical Library for help in searching iLink, 

or with any questions or comments.

(760) 939-3389, DSN 437-3389

NWTechLib@navair.navy.mil
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